Work, Rules and Daily Life: Australia at War
	Subject
	History

	Year Level
	10

	Duration
	50 minutes

	Word Count
	400-500 words

	Text Type
	explanation


CONDITIONS
	Duration
	50 minutes

	Word Count
	400–500 words

	Setting
	supervised

	Mode
	Time-bound (exam conditions)

	Drafting
	No drafting


ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW
Context
Paid work, shopping and family duties shape everyday life in Australia. During World War II, these familiar activities became part of a national war effort. Your history class is considering how people experienced those years beyond the battlefield. Women's wartime work and government controls offer connected ways to investigate this question. The challenge is deciding how far daily life changed, while recognising what continued. Your explanation will draw on learning from this unit, rather than new research. It will connect national decisions with people's experiences between 1939 and 1945.
Task
Evaluate the following claim with reference to women's wartime work and government controls. ‘World War II transformed everyday life on the Australian home front.’ Argue your position in one historical explanation of 400–500 words. Organise it into three connected sections. Your explanation should connect social, economic and political experiences with wartime events, including developments overseas. Your evidence must come from class learning, with sources acknowledged by name or description. You have 50 supervised minutes in Week 4, with one individual submission and no homework, extra research or devices.
To complete this task, you must:
1. Analyse women's wartime work as the opening part of your explanation.
2. Discuss rationing and labour direction as connected influences on everyday life.
3. Substantiate your overall judgement through evidence and a competing interpretation; formal referencing is not required.
Response Structure
Section 1: Women's Work and Wartime Demands (about 170 words)
Analyse how wartime demands affected women's work and social roles, linking Australian experiences with developments overseas. Argue your opening position through specific evidence remembered from class.
   → The extent of change in women's work can be judged by…
Section 2: Rationing, Labour Direction and Daily Choices (about 170 words)
Analyse how rationing and labour direction affected daily routines and women's wartime work. Synthesise evidence remembered from class sources to explain the links between government decisions and personal experiences.
   → The influence of government controls is evident in…
Section 3: Change and Continuity Across the Home Front (about 160 words)
Evaluate the claim by connecting a change and a continuity across women's work and government controls. Critique a competing interpretation through evidence, ending with your overall judgement.
   → The claim is convincing to the extent that…
   → A different interpretation gives greater weight to…
Submission Checklist
☐ Completed written response (400–500 words)
WHAT YOU NEED TO SHOW
✔ I can describe how wartime work and government decisions changed Australian lives, while identifying what continued.
✔ I can connect evidence remembered from class sources to explain events and support my main argument using historical terms.
Marking Guide
	Criteria
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Knowledge and understanding
(50%)
	Students describe at least 4 social, cultural, economic and/or political aspects, including international developments, related to the changes and continuities in Australian society over this historical period, with reference to the effects of the Second World War on the changing roles of women in Australia during the home front, 1939–1945.
	Students describe at least 3 social, cultural, economic and/or political aspects, including some international developments, related to the changes and continuities in Australian society over this historical period, with reference to some effects of the Second World War on women's roles in Australia on the home front, 1939–1945.
	They describe social, cultural, economic and/or political aspects, including international developments, related to the changes and continuities in Australian society over this historical period.
	Students describe social, cultural, economic and/or political aspects, including international developments, related to the changes and continuities in Australian society over this historical period, for one or two of the named aspects and in familiar contexts.
	Students describe social, cultural, economic and/or political aspects, including international developments, related to the changes and continuities in Australian society over this historical period, for one of the named aspects and in highly structured, familiar contexts.

	Skills
(50%)
	Students use historical knowledge, concepts and terms to develop descriptions, explanations and historical arguments that synthesise evidence from a range of sources on women's wartime work and government controls on everyday life in the Australian home front, 1939–1945, where different possibilities in interpretation are present.
	Students use historical knowledge, concepts and terms to clearly develop descriptions, explanations and historical arguments that synthesise evidence from two to three sources on selected aspects of home front life in Australia, 1939–1945, with occasional differing interpretations considered.
	Students use historical knowledge, concepts and terms to develop descriptions, explanations and historical arguments that synthesise evidence from sources.
	Students use historical knowledge, concepts and terms to develop descriptions, explanations and historical arguments that synthesise evidence from sources, for some of the examples and in familiar contexts, with coverage of the evidence confined to its most familiar part.
	Students use historical knowledge, concepts and terms to develop descriptions, explanations and historical arguments that synthesise evidence from sources, for one of the examples and in highly structured, familiar contexts, with coverage of the evidence confined to a single element of its most familiar part.


C is the achievement standard.
Assessment Information
Due Date: _______________________   (insert date)
Assessment Type: Summative (of learning)
Submission Method: _______________________   (e.g., in-class, online portal, email)
Late Submission Policy: Refer to school assessment policy
